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I. Introduction 

1. The expansion of international trade in bananas is vital to the economic 
development of those countries for which bananas are a major source of export 
earnings. In spite of the fact that the present value of world banana trade on 
f.o.b. basis - estimated at about $4(J0 million per annum - hardly compares with 
a much higher value of trade in some agricultural export items such as wheat, sugar, 
coffee, or cotton, banana exports are either an important-source of foreign 
exchange or constitute a vital sector of the economy for about fifteen to twenty 
tropical countries. To help expand exports of bananas from these countries by 
removing trade barriers or by other measures will, therefore, contribute to the 
economic well-being of their people. The liberalization of trade alone will not, 
however, improve the situation substantially if ah increase in volume of trade is 
not accompanied by an improvement in the value of exports. Recent experience of 
a number of exporting countries suggests that while some of them have been able to 
offset the losses suffered from a decline in export prices through an increase in 
sales, some others have definitely suffered due to lack of compensatory increase 
in the volume of their exports. Thus, by way of an example, although the export 
value of world banana trade is difficult to arrive at-*-, it has been estimated 
that over the two three-year averages 1955-1955 and 1959_196l, it increased by 
28 per cent while the volume of exports during the same period went up by 

o 
35 per cent. 

2. A brief reference to the historical development of the banana trade may be 
useful as a starting point before attention is focussed on recent trends and 
patterns. 

3. The banana trade, in its early stages, was hazardous and irregular. Due to a 
general lack of refrigerated ships and inadequate-inland-transport facilities, proxi
mity to markets was the dominant feature of international trade in bananas. Exports 
of bananas from Central America for this reason were predominantly channelled into 
the United States market whicn as late as 1913 was taking some 75 per cent of the 

F.o.b. values are usually not available. 

2 
See CCP/ad hoc bananas/64/8: Structure and Major Problems of World Banana 

Production, FAQ. 
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total world exports amounting to 1.2 million tons. The second most important 
market at this time was the United Kingdom where imports exceeded 100,000 tons. 
Canada, non-tropical South America and several European countries had also become 
important buyers by this time. With the advent_of fast refrigerated transportation 
and other technological developments, however, the pattern of banana trade was 
notably modified during the pe.rl.Qd .between..the.-taso.-world.jwars, .especially when 
Western Europe gained in relative importance as a market. The share of North 
American imports in 193^-1938 was reduced to 55 per cent while that of Western 

Europe went up. to..20..per . cent .of. the. ..total*.. .On ...the... supply jside.-±he. .West.. Indies 
and the African territories had started to gain in relative importance chiefly due 
to their preferential arrangements with Prance and the United Kingdom. 

4. World trade in bananas was considerably dislocated during the Second World 
War when shipments to West European countries virtually ceased. At this time some 

of the European .importing countries had also imposed .restrictions..on., imports..of 
bananas from the Latin American countries as a result of which there was a notable 
shift in- demand and- more reliance was placed on some of their dependent territories 
Africa and the West Indies for supplies. This led to an accentuation of supply 
problems' in the early post-war period, and it was not until 1953 that imports 
again reached their pre-war level. Since 1953 world trade in bananas has con
tinued to rise at an average rate of almost 5 per cent per annum, partly owing 
to some relaxation of trade restrictions by the importing countries and partly 
as a result of Increased suppiie.s. .. .... 

II. Thé "World Banana Market 

(i) Present pattern of trade 

5. The pattern of trade of certain selected groups of countries in 1959-1963 is 
shown in Table 1. Statistics relating to exports and Imports of bananas from 
different économie regions and countries within those regions during the periods 
1934-1938, 1952-1954, 1959-1961 and 1962-1963 have been reproduced in Tables 2 
and 3 and in more detail in the Appendix. 

6. The main banana producing areas of the world are in Central and Southern 
America. During. 1959-1963 the average yearly exports., from each of these areas . 
amounted to about 1..2..million, tons and 1.4 million ton8.xe§pe.Qt.iveJ=y 1̂_„i.e. 

65 per cent of the total world exports. Among the Central American countries, 
Honduras, Costa Rica and Panama had the highest exports while in South America, 
Ecuador was the major exporter, followed by Brazil and Colombia. 

Comparable import and export figures for bananas are difficult to establish 
and consequently, figures are likely to vary considerably from one source to 
another. Owing to a considerable time lag in the availability of national statis
tics, estimates had to be made in certain cases. Where export figures were 
available, the conversion factors used in converting stems into weight equivalents 
were usually assumed constant in spite of possible variations in the size of stems. 
Sometimes export and import figures are inclusive of weight of stalks, and net 
figures are difficult to arrive at. Similarly, increased trade in boxed bananas 
involves conversion problems when determining the weight. Finally, a number of 
countries report trade in bananas and plantains under one single heading, in which 
case an exact determination of the proportion of bananas is not possible. 

http://pe.rl.Qd


Spec(64)166 
Page 4 

Tëtble 1 

PATTERN OF WORIP TRADE IN EANANAS 1959-1963 
(million tons) 

.•••'•'. 

Central American Republics 

South American Republics 

Commonwealth countries, EEC 
Assoclatesa 

Other countries 

Total 

United 
United Kingdom, Other Rest of 
States Prance, Western the Total 
and Italy, Europe world 
Canada Spain 

1.0 - 0.2 0.02 1.2 

0.75 -• 0.4 0.3 1.4 

.-.'. -0.75 0.02 0.1 0.9 

0.25 0.1 0.1 0.5 

1.8 1.0 0.7 0.5 4.0 

xncluding French overseas departments. ~ "~'~ 

Note: This table is a combination of export and import data. Owing to 
difficulties in the conversion of bunches into weight equivalents, export data 
vary considerably from one source to the other and of ten differ from the 
corresponding import figures. For these reasons, the data in this table are 
not exactly the same as those shown in Tables 2 and 3« 

Sources; FAO, Trade Yearbook, Commonwealth Economic Committee, Fruit and 
Fruit Intelligence. United Nations. Commodity Trade Statistics, 

,:• national trade returns. ..••., 
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7- Among the other exporting areas are certain African States associated with 
the European Economic Community, namely, the Congo (Leopoldville), East Cameroon 
the Ivory Coast and Somalia, whose annual average exports amounted to about 
250,000 tons in 1959-1963 and the Commonwealth West Indies (Jamaica and the 
Windward Islands) and West Cameroon exports from where totalled about 300,000 tons 
a year during this time. Shipments from Guadeloupe and Martinique (overseas 
departments of France) were about '250/000 tons per year in 1959-1963 while those 
from the Canary Islands (provinces of Spain) amounted to 297,000 tons. 

8. On the importing side, North America was the biggest market, taking almost ' 
1,870,000 tons or 44 per cent of the average world imports in 1959-1963» Of this 
total the United States alone accounted for 1,700,000 tons. Imports of the six 
Common Market countries amounted to 1,060,000 tons or more than one-fourth of the 
world total, and those of the United Kingdom averaged almost 360,000 tons or 
9 per cent of the world total during 1959-1963. 

(b) Recent trends in exports 

9. As already mentioned, the Latin American countries account for about two-
thirds of total world exports. This predominant position has not, however, been 
achieved by a uniform expansion of exports throughout the region. It has been due 
to an almost fourfold increase in supplies since 1934-1938 from South America and, 
in particular, to the remarkable expansion in exports from Ecuador, a minor 
exporter before the war, which became the world's leading supplier in 1952 and 
whose exports have since then increased rapidly. Ecuador's average annual exports 
during I962-I963 amounted to 972,000 tons or about one-fourth of the world total. 
Exports from the other South American countries, mainly Colombia and Brazil, are 
believed to have risen slightly. 

10. Total supplies from Central America, on the other hand, have tended to decline 
over this period; while Honduras, Costa Rica and Guatamala showed large 
fluctuations in their exports, Panama and the Dominican Republic showed a steady 
rise during the period. Central America's share of world exports has dropped from 
half before the war to about one -third at the present time. 

11. Among the other main exporters, countries associated with the EEC and French 
overseas departments have also increased their shipments more than four times 
since the war. " All the associated countries have shared in this increase, although 
exports from the Ivory Coast have shown the most steady rise and in I962-I963 
amounted to 129,000 tons or almost nineteen times more than 1934-1938. Shipments 
from East Cameroon "rose substantially up to 1957 but since then-have experienced •-
wide fluctuations. Somalia also showed a constant rise in'exports which averaged 
82,000 tons in 1962-I963 or more than four times the levei'bf the pre-war period. 
The French overseas departments of Guadaloupe and Martinique increased their 
shipments at the rate of 7 per cent per year during the 1950's but there was a 
slight decline in 1963 owing very largely to damage caused by windstorms. 

West Cameroon became independent and joined with East Cameroon to form the 
Federal Republic of Cameroon on 1 October 1961, but West Cameroon continued to 
receive preferential treatment on products exported to the United Kingdom market 
until 1 October 1963. 
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Table 2 

WORID EXPORTS OF BANANAS. AVERAGES 1934-1938. 
1952-1954. 1959-1961 and 1962-1963 

(thousand tons and per cent of world exports) 

"•"- " : 

World total 

Central American Republics 

of which: Honduras 
. • Costa Rica 

South American Republics 

of which: Brazil 
Ecuador 

Commonwealth countries 

of which: Jamaica 
Windward 
Islands 

EEC Associates and French 
Overseas Departments 

of which: Guadeloupe 
Martinique 

Other countries 

of which: Canary Islands 

1934-38 

thousand 
tons 

2.470 

1,175 

349 
96 

415 

214 
40 

395 

358 

8 

150 

35 
27 

335 

130 

% 

100 

48 

14 
4 

17 

9 
2 

16 

14 

-

6 

l 
1 

13 

5 

1952-54 

thousand 
tons 

2,840 

1,140 

(340) 

375 

840 

211 
445 

170 

136 

15 

355 

73 
53 

335 

165 

% 

100 

40 

12 
13 

30 

7 
16 

6 

5 

l 

12 

3 
2 

12 

6 

1959-61 

thousand 
tons 

3,870 

1,235 -

383 
239 

1,310 

234 
873 

280 

140 

100 

555 

118 
132 

490 

279 

% 

100 

10 
6 

34 

6 
23 

7 

4 

3 

14 

3 
3 

13 

7 

1962-63 

thousand 
tons 

(3,960) 

'-3̂ 170- - -~ 

361 
277 

1,3<-C0 

211 
972 

315 

155 

120 

: 615 

114 
134 

(500) 

'304 

% 

100 

- 3 0 

9 
7 f 
34 

5 
25 

8 

4 

3 

15 

3 
3 

13 

8 

Source: PAO, Trade Yearbook, Commonwealth Economic Committee, Fruit and 
Fruit Intelligence. 

( ) Estimated. 
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12. Exports from the Commonwealth countries have experienced wide fluctuations 
since the pre-war period. Before the war Commonwealth exports accounted for 
slightly less than 20 per cent of world exports, but by the immediate post-war 
years this share had fallen to 5 per cent. By 1953» however, there had been some 
recovery, for in this year the Commonwealth share rose to 10 per cent. This 
percentage share has been more than maintained during the"subsequent expansion of 
the world banana trade. 

13. The lower level of Commonwealth banana exports immediately following the war 
was largely'due to the fall in supplies"from Jamaica} these dropped from """ 
358,OOQ-tons in 1934-1938 to less than 60,000.tons immediately after the war. 
During the post-war years, Jamaica shared in the expansion that took place in the 
area, although to a lesser extent than other countries. Exports from the Windward 
Islands, which were insignificant before the.war, increased almost eightfold.in. 
the decade from 1953-1963, rising from 16,000 tons to 124,000 tons during this 
period. Exports from other Commonwealth countries and West Cameroon also rose in 
the early post-war years, but after 1955 the rate of expansion was somewhat 
slowed down. 

14. Among the other exporting countries the Canary Islands are the most important. 
Their shipments have more than doubled since the war and now account for about 
8 or 9 per cent of world exports. 

15. As regards the countries with sheltered access, deliveries to France have 
represented in recent years 98 per cent of the total shipments of Martinique and 
Guadaloupe and about 90 per cent of those of the Ivory Coast, while Somalia exports 
only to Italy. All exports from the Commonwealth West Indies go to the United 
Kingdom while the Canary Islands ship almost two-thirds of their exports to Spain. 

( c ) Recent _trends _in imports 

16. A glance at Table 3 will reveal that world imports of bananas have maintained 
an upward trend since before the war. The pattern of expansion in imports has not, 
however, been uniform in all the importing countries. By far the greatest increase 
took place in the intake of Western Europe which imported 1.9 million tons during 
1962-1963, as compared with- average imports of 730,000 tons in 1934-1938» *he 
rate of expansion since the 1950's being in the neighbourhood of 8 per cent per 
annum. As against this, the rate of increase in imports of North America, which 
until recently was the largest market for bananas, has tended to slow down. Con
sequently, the North American share in world banana imports which was 55 per cent 
just before the war fell to 4l per cent in 1962-1963, in contrast to that of 
Western Europe where it has risen from 30 per cent to 46 per cent during the same 
period. As regards the other importing countries their share after declining from 
15 per cent before the war to 10 per cent in 1959~196l went up to 13 per cent 
in 1962-1963, due almost entirely to a sharp increase in Japanese imports which 
previously had been restricted. 
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Tablé 7> 

WORLD IMPORTS OF BANANAS, AVERAGES 1934-1938, 
1952-1954. 1959-1961, AND 1962-1963 

(•thousand tons and per cent of world imports) 

World total 

North America 

of which: Canada 
United States 

Western Europe 

of which: European Economic 
Community 

of which: France 
• Italy 
Germany, 
F.R. 

United Kingdom 
Other Western 
Europe 

Other countries 

1934-38 1952-54 1959-61 1962-63 

thousand % thousand % thousand % thousand % 
tons tons tons tons 

2,450 100 2,770 100 4,100 100 4,190 100 

1,350 55 1,580 57 1,970 48 1,725 41 

50 2 130 5 160 4 150 4 
1,300 53 1,450 52 1,810 44 1,575 37 

730 30 900 33 1,700 41 1,915 46 

36oa 15 500 18 1,015 24 1,137 27 

171 7 260 9 353 9 380 9 
19 1 35. 1 84 2 148 4 

ll8a 5 136 5 452 11 471 11 

305 12 245 9 353 9 370 9 

65 3 155 6 330 8 405 10 

370 15 290 10 440 11 545 13 

aThe 1934-1938 data for the six countries of the EEC cover the pre-war 
territory of Germany, 

Source: FAO, Trade Yearbook - Commonwealth Economic Committee, Fruit, and 
Fruit Intelligence, and national trade returns. 
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17. The remarkable expansion in the imports of Western Europe was very largely-
due xo increased imports into the EEC countries which took three times more in 
1962-1965 than before the war. Imports into the Federal Republic of Germany were 
almost four times as high as before the war and accounted for almost 11 per cent 
of the world trade in 1962-1963. French and Benelux imports have also ex
perienced a substantial expansion since 1934-1938» although in both these 
countries the rate of increase has been slower than in the Federal Republic of 
Germany. Imports into Italy and the Scandinavian countries have also registered 
notable increases in the past few years. The pattern of trade in the United 
Kingdom has, however, been significantly different from that of the rest of the 
European countries. Before the war, this country was the world's second largest 
importer, with an annual average exceeding 300,000 tons. By 1948-1952 the imports 
had dipped below this level by almost one half, again to show a recovery to a 
level of 245,000 tons in 1952-1954 and 370,000 tons in I962-I963. United . 
Kingdom imports now represent about 9 per cent of the world total which means that 
this market,which was second only to the United States before the war has 
recently been superceded by the Federal Republic of Germany and also by France. 

18. Much the largest proportion of imports into the Federal Republic of Germany 
comes from Latin America, mainly Ecuador and Colombia, and about 3 per cent from 
the Canary Islands. Benelux countries, apart from small, Belgian imports from the 
Congo (Leopoldville), also depend heavily on shipments from Latin America. 
Imports into Italy are mainly from Somalia which supplied almost 90 per cent of 
its imports up to i960 but now accounts for only 55 per cent of the intake. 
Somalia's losses in the share of the Italian market have meant relative gains by 
the Ivory Coast and Canary Islands, both of which have recently increased their 
exports to Italy. Shipments from Commonwealth countries to the United Kingdom 
now represent about 72 per cent of total imports, while those from overseas 
departments and countries of the franc zone to France represent between 
95 and 98 per cent of total imports. Spain obtains almost all its imports of 
bananas from the Canary Islands, while the Scandinavian countries.depend to,a_great 
extent on supplies from Latin America. 

19. In Latin America, Argentina represents an important outlet for Brazilian •• 
bananas and Chile and Uruguay provide a small but growing market for bananas from 
Brazil and Colombia. Among the other countries, Japan's imports, which have until 
recently been held back by foreign exchange restrictions, have made a big jump in 
1963 as a result of the relaxation of controls, and now amount to 256,000 tons of 
which almost 80 per cent come from Eouador. Another important market for bananas 
is New Zealand which on an average imports 30>000 tons per annum mainly from Fiji, 
West Samoa and the Pacific Islands. Imports into Eastern Europe and USSR during 
196I-I963 averaged about 50,000 tons a year, mainly from Guinea. 

1 
The comparison is difficult in the case of Germany because the data 

available for 1934-1938 related to the whole of Germany, while the post-war 
figures cover the Federal Republic of Germany only. 

2 
If imports from West Cameroun which lost preferential treatment in the United 

Kingdom market on 1 October 1963 are included, the percentage share of total imports 
would be about 90 per cent. 
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20. Though the total average annual imports during 1962-1963 have shown only a 
marginal improvement owing largely to a fall in North American intake, some - . 
expansion in consumption and trade can be expected with a growth in population 
and an increase in income levels. With the exception of North America and 
perhaps the Federal Republic of Germany where per capita consumption is supposed 
to have more or less reached the saturation point, the outlook for con
sumption of bananas seems quite promising. Apart from this, the question of 
expansion in import demand will be associated with that of a possible abolition 
of existing trade barriers. 

(d) Commercial policy measures 

21. The existing pattern of trade in bananas is to some extent a reflection of 
the commercial policy measures pursued by some of the major importing countries 
in which either sources of imports are regulated or quota and tariff restrictions 
are applied. 

22. In the United Kingdom, for example, while imports of bananas from the 
Commonwealth countries are accepted duty free, such imports from countries 
outside the Commonwealth preference area are subject to a specific duty of 
£7.10.0d. per long ton (about 14 per cent ad valorem at current prices). In 
addition to the preferential import duty, quantitative restrictions are maintained 
on imports of bananas from the dollar currency countries (practically all 
Latin American countries except Brazil); the quota for imports from these 
countries at present being 4,000 tons per annum. 

23. The characteristic feature of banana imports into France is that the French 
overseas departments Guadaloupe and Martinique and the African and Malagasy 
States associated with the franc zone receive preferential treatment; 
two thirds of .domestio requirements are assumed to be imported from-
Guadaloupe .and Martinique. Only small quotas are granted to countries .'•.-•• 
associated With the EEC that are not in the franc zone and to other countries, 
but these are subject to tariff rates of 11 per cent and 20 per cent respectively. 

24. In Italy, imports are exclusively the monopoly of "Azienda Monopolio Banana" , 
which it is understood,is to be abolished as from the beginning of next year. While 
the wholesale domestic business is conducted under concession by private trade, 
retail trade is free from any restrictions. However, both retail and wholesale 
prices are fixed by the State by ministerial decree. Due to quantitative 
restrictions Spain obtains its supplies of bananas entirely from the. Canary. Islands, 
and as such the question of tariffs does not arise. 
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25. The European Economic Community has fixed a common external tariff of 
20 per cent. As a result of the first alignment of the national tariffs on 
1 January 1962, tariff rates applied against third countries were raised in the 
Federal Republic of Germany from nil to 6 per cent , and in the Benelux countries 
from 15 per cent.to 16.5 per cent, were reduced in Italy from 36 per cent to 
28 per cent, and remained unchanged in France at the rate of 20 per cent envisaged 
for the common external tariff. Thus, the margin of tariff preference in favour 
of the associated countries and territories has amounted, since the beginning of 
1962, to 28 per cent for Italian imports from Somalia, 20 per cent for French 
deliveries from its overseas departments and the countries of the franc zone, 
16.5 per cent for Belgian imports from the Congo (Leopoldville), and to about 
6 per cent in all other cases. 

26. The effect of the quantitative restrictions imposed by France, Spain and 
the United Kingdom and of the operation of the State monopoly in Italy is 
reflected in the pattern of these countries' imports. Not only do their imports 
originate almost exclusively from their sheltered suppliers, but these imports 
also enter at prices which usually are well above the world market level. 

27. In those cases where tariff preferences are not accompanied by quantitative 
restrictions, the situation may be described as follows: exports from the Congo 
to Belgium have represented only some 20 per cent of total imports of that 
country in recent years, while 50 per cent to 70 per cent of Congolese exports 
go to other markets in which no price advantage is apparent in unit import values. 
Available trade returns show that during 1963 imports from EEC associated countries 
and territories remained insignificant in the Netherlands and were about 1 per cent in 
the Federal Republic of Germany. Imports of bananas into Belgium and Luxemburg 
from associated countries other than the Congo were, like in recent years, 
negligible. 

However, this tariff applies to quantities in excess of duty-free quotas. 
Duty-free quantities in 1963 amounted to a total of 44^,000 tons made up of 
5^7*000 tons stipulated by the provisions of a special protocol of the Rome 
Treaty and 96,000 tons granted by the Commission. 

Except for Federal Republic of Germany, as indicated in the preceding 
footnote. 
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28. In some other industrial countries of Europe and North America, imports of 
bananas are subject to tariffs^ ranging from 5 per cent in Denmark to 14 per cent 
in Sweden and 25 per cent in Switzerland. Norway has recently abolished the duty, 
while Finland maintains strict quantitative restrictions in addition to a duty 
amounting to 90 per cent. While Canada's imports from the Commonwealth countries 
enter duty free, imports from other sources are subject to duties from. 7 to 13 per 
cent. The United States has neither quantitative restrictions nor tariff barriers 
against imports of bananas from all origins. The duty on bananas in Japan is 
70 per cent. In Belgium, in addition to the duties mentioned in paragraph 25. 
above, a 12 per cent tax is imposed on the c.i.f. value of imports of fruits not 
grown in the country. 

III. Structure of the Banana Trade 

(a) Integration 

29• In view of the hj.gh sensitivity of the banana plant to wind damage, diseases 
and pests etc., and of the very strict standards which generally govern the 
quality of bananas accepted for export, the preparation of land, conservation of 
plantations, and cultivation of bananas have to be highly organized. As a result, 
big plantations which require heavy capital investment tend to predominate in 
many banana exporting countries. Furthermore, owing to the rapid perishability 
of the ripening fruit harvesting must be well co-ordinated with transportation 
and distribution facilities from the plantation all the way to the consuming 
market. The transportation system in producing countries, port handling equipment 
and maritime transport with fast refrigerated ships also require large investments. 

30. Moreover, since a shipload normally is the smallest quantity to be traded 
internationally and the fruit is highly perishable, the importers run a con
siderable economic risk as to damage, sales possibilities, price variations- etc., 
and similar risks - although on a smaller scale - are taken by the wholesaler and 
retailer. The importer needs to know before the arrival of a ship how the 
bananas are to be distributed among the ripening plants to which they will have' to 
be bonsigned directly after the ship is unloaded. The fruit can remain in the 
ripening plants up to seven days at a maximum, and therefore the ripener - who is 
usually also the wholesaler - must have rather precise knowledge of what the 
retailers will buy before making his orders. 

31. Under these circumstances 'the production, marketing, ocean transportation, 
imports and distribution of bananas in the importing countries are often carried 
out within highly integrated networks. 

32. Banana production in the Latin American Republics was originally in the hands 
of two large foreign companies who were able to provide the necessary capital 
investment for the pioneer work involved. In recent years these large foreign 
companies have, in certain areas, handed over the production to national 
producers. The companies then make purchase contracts with them and assist in 

See Appendix Table III. 
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matters like technical.know-how, spraying facilities etc. In Colombia, for 
instance, production is now understood to be entirely in the hands of independent 
producers. These group themselves into associations which make arrangements .with 
the purchasing companies for exporting and marketing their produce. In Ecuador 
similar arrangements are found, where a number of the exporting associations are • 
connected with shipping and marketing organizations. 

J>J>. In the West Indies a large part of the bananas are produced by small growers 
and the marketing is often taken care of by marketing boards which also provide 
insurance for drought, hurricane and price fluctuations and carry out measures 
necessary for disease control. In West African countries bananas are grown on 
both large foreign-owned estates and on small plantations operated by individual 
growers grouped into marketing organizations.- Bananas from the West Indies and 
West Africa are often brought to the importing countries and handled by agents 
on a commission basis only; the growers or their organizations remain the 
proprietors of the bananas until they are sold a't the place of destination, and 
receive the proceeds of the sales after deduction of costs and commission charged• 
by the trading companies.•"-

34. The large trading companies thus import bananas which they may have obtained 
by their own production, by long-term purchasing contraots, or by ordinary 
purchases. In some cases they only act as agents for the producers and their 
associations. 

35» In some countries the importing companies operate or are economically 
interested in ripening plants, although even in these countries there usually also 
exist independent ripening enterprises. In other countries the ripening and 
wholesale organizations are all independent of the importers. Even where the 
ripening is done independently from the importers the importing companies often 
offer considerable technical services to the ripeners by designing ripening rooms 
and advising how to ripen bananas with a view to obtaining the best possible 
quality. The bananas are frequently labelled with the importer's trademark as 
are also those which come from independent ripening enterprises, 

36. Of the two leading banana companies the Standard Fruit Company at present 
imports bananas almost exclusively into North America, while the United Fruit 
Company, besides being the leading importer in North America, through sub
sidiaries and affiliates extends its operations to most of the importing countries 
of Western Europe2 and to Japan. The role of the United Fruit Company and its 
associates in the international banana trade has declined considerably from its 
pre-war position, due in the main to competitive groups which have risen during'" 
the post-war period. The Company's present share of the markets in the countries 
where it operates varies from about 80 per cent in Norway and Sweden to about 
10 per cent in France. 

For more details regarding organization of marketing in the producing 
countries see CCP/ad hoc bananas/64/8: Structure and Major Problems of World 
Banana Production, FAO. 

p 
Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, Finland, France, 

the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom. 
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(b) Handling 

37» Bananas are harvested in the green stage and brought with as little delay 
as possible on board ship where they are placed under refrigeration to keep the 
fruit in an unripened condition. Harvesting must be well co-ordinated with 
arrival of ships to avoid wastage and to ensure that the ships are loaded to 
capacity. 

38. In some exporting areas ships have to go to several ports to load 
a full cargo. The loading process varies with the facilities. At several 
places in the West Indies, for instance, the ships cannot dock at the quayside 
and the stems have to be carried on special lighters out to the boats which 
anchor offshore, a process which necessarily adds time and expense. 

39« Banana boats, which are usually painted white to resist strong sunlight, 
have substantial cold storage installations and numerous controlling devices, 
so that during the voyage a close watch can be kept on the temperature, 
hygrometry and composition of the atmosphere throughout the holds. It is 
important to ensure that the bananas are not coded below 12°C and at the same 
time prevent any premature ripening at any point of the trip, for fruit which 
becomes too warm has to be thrown overboard. 

40. The ships arrive in ports which usually have special equipment for 
discharging bananas, and unloading takes one or two days. The fruit is 
immediately loaded on trucks, or for longer distances on special insulated 
railway cars, for immediate dispatch to the ripening installations. By 
regulating the temperature in the ripening room the ripening process can be 
speeded up or slowed down by a few days, according to the demand requirements 
of the retailers, but as already mentioned the fruit can only stay a maximum 
of seven days in the ripening room. The ripened bananas must be disbursed 
immediately to the re. tail outlets where they are saleable only for a few days. 

41. The conventional way of shipping bananas has until very recently been 
by the stem. In some trades stems are shipped in polythene bags and when 
these contain especially sensitive bananas, or when difficult loading facilities 
are envisaged, the stems are wrapped in straw and craft paper and are only 
unwrapped on arrival at the ripening plant. After ripening, and usually at the 
ripening plant, the hands are cut off the stalk and put in boxes and cases for 
distribution to the retailers. 

42. Due to the shift from Gros Michel to the much more sensitive Cavendish 
varieties in Central America, the packing problems have come to the foreground, 
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and in recent years the specially designed cardboard box has been introduced. 
In using these packing methods the bananas are cut in hands in the country 
of production and packed in boxes of usually 40 lbs. each.•*-

4^. The bananas are kept in these boxes during the transport ripening process 
with the object that they shall not be taken out of the boxes before arrival 
at the retailers. This process is thus designed to cut both waste and handling 
charges in the importing country and generates more income in the exporting 
countries. Boxed bananas are exported especially to North America, where in 
1963 two thirds of all bananas imported were in boxes. The high costs of the 
specially made boxes (about 50 cents a piece) should be more than balanced by 
savings in handling and inland transport. The weight of the box (5 lbs.) 
precludes any noticeable saving in ocean freight. 

IV. Ocean Transport 

(a) Organization .of banana shipping 

44. The solving of the problem of transporting bananas by sea, from the tropical 
countries where they are grown to the non-tropical industrial countries for 
consumption has always been the sine qua non of the banana trade. The start of 
the banana trade came about 100 years ago when sea captains loaded their ships 
with some extra cargo in the form of stems of bananas and introduced this new 
fruit to the United States market. The quick perishability of the fruit 
necessitated its disposal in the nearby markets and the trade was hazardous and 
irregular. It was only the coming of fast refrigerated ships which made 
possible the expansion of the banana trade to iis present day level. 

45. Bananas, which are a rather bulky commodity requiring refrigeration and 
special attention, have to be shipped direct to the port of unloading by routes 
which are not heavily trafficked by other cargo, and are consequently a com
modity which can best be carried in full shiploads. The ships also have to sail 
more or less according to a fixed schedule since loading must be co-ordinated 
with harvesting, and arrivals into importing countries must be planned in 
advance so the cargo can be distributed immediately. 

en packed, slightly more than 40 lbs. are put in each box to allow for 
shrinkage during transit and ripening process. 

xes are now also produced in several banana growing countries but 
production is still largely based on imported material. 

\fti 

^ 
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46. Ifodern banana boats are expensive. To maintain a regular transportation 
network requires heavy investments, with the result that ocean freight accounts 
for a major proportion of the c.i.f. value of bananas in the importing 
countries.^ 

47. In view of these circumstances it is quite natural that shipping interests 
are often tied to the banana trade and that the big importers maintain their 
own regular network of ocean transport, either with their own ships or with 
ships chartered over a long period.^ To meet variations in the supply and demand 
situation additional tonnage is provided by transferring ships from one regular 
route to another within the same network, or by vessels chartered in the free 
market for one or a few trips. Ships going in the regular banana trade take, to 
the extent possible, other cargo on the return trip and as general carriers in 
that direction the banana shipping companies are often members of liner con
ferences. Only certain cargo, however, can be accepted in order to keep the 
ships clean for the banana trade and not to destroy the refrigeration instal
lations . 

48. To a lesser extent bananas are also carried by regular lines which take 
bananas together with other cargo. About 10 per cent of the volume of bananas 
in international trade is shipped this way. This trade is mostly accounted for 
by smaller importers, as for instance in exports from the Canary Islands to 
Europe and from Ecuador to the United States. 

49. Of the world's wholly refrigerated vessels (about 240), more than half go 
in the regular banana trade. The bulk of this fleet provides a refrigerated 
space of between 100,000 and j500,000 cubic feet; only a few provide more than 
500,000 cubic feet. The shipping networks in the banana trade are often 
provided by vessels under various flags. Presumably for various reasons, such 
as taxes, sailor legislation etc., the flag and country of registration is not 
always the same as the country from which the ship-owning company is controlled 
or where the major ports of call are located. Banana ships operating in the 
free market are mostly Scandinavian and German, both by flag and by ownership. 

"estimated costs for constructing a medium-size banana boat, providing 
around 2^0,000 cubic feet of refrigerated holds, can roughly be put at 
$3.5 million. 

p 
In the Federal Republic of Germany for example about 40 per cent. 
3 
The United Fruit Company, for example, either directly or through sub

sidiaries owns and operates about 50 vessels, and co-operates with other companies 
in maintaining a wide network. The Standard Fruit Company, on the other hand, 
does not any longer own ships but maintains its network by employing time -
chartered tonnage - eleven modern vessels at present. 

4 
If one assumes one stem of bananas weighs 70 lbs. and requires approxi

mately 4 cubic feet of space, a ship with 100 per cent capacity utilization 
should be able to load about 800 tons of stems per 100,000 cubic feet of hold 
space. 
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(b) Pattern of banana shipping 

50. To illustrate the pattern of banana shipping the major routes are set 
out in Table 4, together with an estimate of the number of vessels which were 
continuously employed over one year (April 1963-March 1964) on each route and 
the number of voyages for each route by regular loaders, by regular loaders 
occasionally on other routes, and by occasional chartered vessels. 

51. As expected, the heaviest concentration of banana transport was between 
Latin America and the United States. This also included bananas imported into 
Canada since they are unloaded in the United States. Almost fifty ships sailed 
regularly on this route, accounting for an average of sixteen arrivals per week 
(mostly distributed between New York, New Orleans, San Francisco and Seattle); 
in addition to the regular sailings, about one thousand occasional voyages took 
place on this route (mostly by trip-chartered tonnage) to cover high imports, 
especially during spring which is usually the best season for sales. 

52. Bananas from Latin America to Western Europe constituted another important 
trade route, accounting for an average of approximately eight ship arrivals per 
week. (One third of the voyages in the trade from Latin America to continental 
Western -Europe seem to have been shipments depending on occasional chartered 
tonnage.) Hamburg, Bremen and Rotterdam were the major ports of arrival, but 
ships from Latin America also came to Antwerp and the Scandinavian ports. A; 
sizeable share of the Latin American bananas consumed in the Netherlands and j 
Belgium-Luxemburg were unloaded in Rotterdam, where the greater part of the • 
bananas destined for Austria and Switzerland were also unloaded, although some 
came through Hamburg. Bananas unloaded in Antwerp, besides going to Belgium and 
Luxemburg, also went to the Netherlands and covered a small part of the German 
market. 

53» Dependence on occasional chartered vessels was even more predominant in .the 
long haul between Ecuador and Japan, a trade which developed extremely rapidly 
during 196̂ 5 and where more than half of the voyages were made by occasional 
chartered tonnage. Besides ship arrivals from Ecuador, averaging three a week, 
Japan received in 1963 about two shipments weekly from Taiwan. 

54. Bananas from West Africa arrived mostly at French and Belgian ports - an aver
age of three to four boats per week. Shipments from Somalia arrived exclusively in 
Italy, about two ships per week, all under the Italian flag and operated by 
Italian shipping lines at rates determined by the Italian Banana Monopoly. The 
ships used both from West Africa and Somalia were almost.all of a small size, 
below 200,000 cubic feet, while bigger ships seem to have been predominant on 
the routes from Latin America. 



T a b l e 4 

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF LOADED BANANA VOYAGES ON BASIC ROUTES m « 
i ' CO G 

(April 1963-March 1964) 

Route 
Number 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Routes 

Central America, Dominican 
Republic and Ecuador -
United States 

Central America, Colombia 
and Dominican Republic -
Europe 
Ecuador - Europe 
Ecuador - Japan 

West Africa (Guinea, Ivory 
Coast, West and East 
Cameroons, Spanish Guinea, 
Ghana and Congo) - Europe 

Somalia - Italy 

Commonwealth West Indies -
United Kingdom 

French West Indies - Europe 

Regular Loaders 

Number 
of 

vessels 

46 

10 

14 

10 

14 

. 11 

14 

14 

Number 
of 

voyages 

841 

140 

116 

65 

151 

110 

120 

111 

Average 
arrivals 
per week 

16 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

Regular Loaders 

occasionally on 
other routes 
(number of 
voyages) 

6 

12 

10 

13 

3 

-

18 

-

Trip 

chartered 
vessels 
(number of 
voyages) 

115 

91 

442 

70 

52 

-

27 

35 

Total 

number 
of 

voyages 

962 

243 

168 

148 

206 

110 

165 

I46a 

Total average 

number of 
arrivals per 

week 

18 

5 

3 

3 

;4 

Î2 

;3 
!3 

aAbout one th i rd of the voyages t o the French West Indies also included ca l l s a t other ports in the 
Caribbean and Latin America. 
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55- Most of the bananas imported by the United Kingdom were brought from the 
Commonwealth West Indies, with two to three ship arrivals per week. The usual 
ship in this trade seems to have been in the 200,000 cubic foot class. This 
was also the case with ships transporting French bananas from Guadaloupe and 
Martinique to metropolitan France, with approximately two arrivals per week. 
All ships on this route have to sail under the French flag and are provided for 
by the Compagnie Générale Transatlantique, which is not directly integrated in 
the banana trade but is given the shipping monopoly by the French Government. 

(c) Freight cost 

56. The cost of transporting bananas by sea depends on several factors such as: 
building costs, size and speed of a ship, utilization of loading capacity, 
differences in port expenses, canal fees, crew expenses, etc. Freight costs : 
cannot therefore be assumed to be proportionate with distance. This is clearly 
seen from Table 5 where as an example estimated freight cost per ton of bananas, 
for different routes, based on assumed operational cost-'- of a ship recently 
chartered to one of the importing companies for eight years is compared with 
actual or assumed freight costs based on other information. 

i . 
t 

57* The estimates arrived at seem to be in line with the quoted actual freight 
costs on long hauls, such as from Ecuador to Hamburg where similar vessels are 
used and where the degree of utilization of space is high. The differences on 
the other routes can probably be explained by some of the factors listed in. the 
paragraph above, especially loading factors and size of vessels. The great gap 
between the estimated and the assumed freight costs from Jamaica to the United 
Kingdom, for instance, may, to a great extent, be accounted for by the fact that 
ships often have to leave far from filled and the loading process in Jamaica is 
known to be slow. When comparing the differences one may also assume that shipping 
companies not directly participating in the ownership of the bananas need! to make 
certain allowances in their calculations for the responsibility they take' in 
connexion with the perishable nature of the cargo. 

58. Otherwise the freight estimates show clearly that proximity to market of the 
produce is still a factor of importance. It seems that it costs three times as 
much to take a ton of bananas from Ecuador to Hamburg as from Costa Rica to New 
Orleans. 

It was assumed that with the charter hire quoted the owner covers his 
expenses, including crews' wages and amortization of the vessel. In addition to 
charter hire, allowance was made for fuel, port expenses and canal fees. The 
estimated freight cost per ton may have an upward bias since the assumed quantity 
of bananas unloaded may be regarded low and required travel time and time spent 
in ports has been rounded upwards. i 

Tlie recent upsurge in imports into Japan has, for instance, posed the problem 
of possibilities for production of bananas in South East Asia for export to Japan 
since, although it is possible with today's techniques to transport bananas from 
Ecuador to Japan (about 8,000 miles - i.e. what at present is virtually regarded 
as the maximum distance) the costs are high and the quality of the fruit may 
suffer with such a long haul. 



Table 5 

FREIGHT IN DOLLARS PER METRIC TON OF UNLOADED BANANAS 

Based on a ship with a refrigerated hold capacity of 250,000 cubic feet, average speed 17 knots. 
Time charter hire $56,250 per month. Loading at 95 per cent of capacity: 2^7,500 cubic feet which 
approximate 1,900-2,000 tons of bananas, i.e. after 4 per cent shrinkage minimum 1,820 tons unloaded, 
return cargo has been assumed. 

Conference rate for general cargo lines. 

cAccount has been taken of the need for calls at several ports of loading. 

.. No information available. 

m to 
fD o 

Routes 

1. 

2. 

3-

4. 

5-

6. 

7. 

8. 

(a) 
(b) 
(c) 
(d) 

Ecuador - New York 
Ecuador - New Orleans 
Costa Rica - New Orleans 
Panama (west) - Seattle 

Colombia (east of Panama Canal) - Bremen 

Ecuador - Hamburg 

Ecuador - Japan 

Cameroon - Le Havre 

Somalia - Genoa 

Jamaica - United Kingdom 

Martinique - Dieppe 

Actual or assumed 
freight cost 

37b 

•• 

50 

58 

65 

58 

43 

Estimated8, 

freight cost 

31 
27 
17 
33 

43 

51 

57 . 

32 

39 

40c 

28 

No 
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V. Organization of Imports, Distribution and Marketing In Major Importing 
Countries 

59. To supplement the general information already given in Chapters II and III 
on commercial policy measures and structure of the banana trade, some specific 
details on organization of imports, distribution and marketing of bananas in the 
four largest importing countries are set out below. Estimates of the various 
components of the retail price in these countries are contained in Tables 6 and 7» 
The United States, and up to now, the Federal Republic of Germany have been 
markets characterized by complete free access, while the United Kingdom and Prance 
are sheltered markets; consequently the quantitative data presented should, _ 
inter alia, give some indication of the effects of preferential arrangements. 
Since the information available is rather fragmentary and since prices, as well as 
cost elements, vary a great deal as to both time and place, the estimates of price 
and cost structures based on averages should be regarded more as illustrations 
than as precise indications. ; ; 

(a) United States ;,. 

60. Imports into the United States, which account for almost 40 per cent of total 
world trade in bananas, are completely free from duties or other restrictions. 
All supplies originate in Latin America and the two big companies •* the United 
Fruit Company and the Standard Fruit Company - together share about 70 per cent of 
the market. The remaining 30 per cent is divided among a dozen other companies. 

61. A major part of the imports of the two big companies comes from their own 
plantations in the producing countries, although they also handle bananas procured 
under long-term contracts and in the open market. The smaller companies usually 
import bananas bought in the producing countries and to a great extent transport 
these by the regular shipping lines; the two leading companies maintain their own 
shipping network. Bananas are unloaded in New York, Baltimore, Houston, Tampa, 
Galveston, Charleston, Mobile, Jacksonville, New Orleans, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco and Seattle. 

62. Prices at shipside to wholesalers (jobbers) vary freely in accordance with 
supply and demand, i-e. there is no co-operation among importers as to prices. 
The big importers compete all over the country and sell through local sales offices 
to jobbers at the price they can obtain. The importers are not directly interested 
in the ripening enterprises; the United Fruit Company which formerly exercised some 
control has divested itself of all ownership and control over ripening plants in 
the United States. The banana jobbers are therefore quite independent. 

The estimated average f.o.b. and c.i.f. prices for the United States market 
included in Table 6 are based on free market purchases in Ecuador and on freight as 
charged by regular lines sailing between Ecuador and New York. Lower freight costs 
in integrated operations probably compensate for higher production costs assumed to 
exist in' Central America. 

: 



Table 6 

FRICE AND COST ESTIMATES3- FOR IMPORTS OF BANANAS 
( d o l l a r s per met r ic ton) 

Assumed seaboard p r i c e i n 
import ing country (on 
r a i l or t r u c k ) 

Duty 

Taxes 

Landing charges and o the r 
expenses a t por t of a r r i v a l 

I m p o r t e r s ' margin or commission 
inc lud ing al lowances fo r l o s s e s 

Es t imated e . i . f . p r i c e 

F r e i g h t 

Insurance 

Est imated f . o . b . ; p r i c e 

I FEDERAL 
2 ? S REPUBLIC 

OF GERMANY 

Ecuador 

Boxes Stems 

170 ' 119 

12 12 

18 11 

140 96 

42 37 

1 1 

97 58 

UNITED KINGDOM 

P r e f e r e n t i a l Non-
p r e f e r e n t i à l 

Ecuador Jamaica Cameroon _ , , 
I s l a n d s 

Stems 

138 

3 

10 

10 

115 

50 

5C 

60 

Stems Stems Stems 

172 166 170 

21 21 

10 10 10 

9 11 13 

153 184 126 

58 65 25 

1 2 1 

. 9 4 57 100 

F R A N C E 

Guadeloupe Mart inique Cameroon „V O rT 
1 Coast 

Stems Stems Stems Stems 

203 b 203 b 203 b 2 0 3 b 

! 

11 11 -11 11 

11 11 I 8 10 

181 181 184 182 

45 43 (58 49 

1 1 1 2 

135 137 125 131 

The estimalies u s u a l l y r e f e r t o t h e yea r 1962 or 1963* 

P r i c e s have been assumed t o be F r . 1 , 0 0 0 per t o n from a l l sou rce s , which i s about 7 per cent below the. 1963 
a v e r a g e . P r i c e s fo r bananas from Cameroon a re a l s o u s u a l l y lower t h a n from o the r s o u r c e s . 

C Inc ludes packing which consequent ly in t h i s ca se , i s not inc luded in t h e f . o . b . p r i c e . 
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T a b l e 7 

COST ESTIMATES8, FOR DISTRIBUTION, RIPENING AND MARKETING OF BANANAS 
(dollars per metric ton) 

Assumed seaboard selling price 
(on rail or truck) 

Distribution to ripening plant 

Assumed price on arrival at • 
ripening plant . 

Shrinkage and waste during 
ripening and packing processes 

Cutting and packing, in and out 
of ripening room 

Ripening, including margin 

Distribution to retailer 

Ripener's selling price 

Trade margin 

Retail price per kg. 

United 

Boxes 

170 

25 

195 

-

3 

75 

12 

285 

95 

O.38 

States Federal Republic of Germany 

Stems 

122b 

'30 

152 

33 

18 

70 

12 

285 

95 

O.38 

Stems 

I38 

27 

165 

24 

15 

60 

; 1C 

i 265° 

85 

0.35 

United Kingdom 

Stems 

172 

14 

186 

40 

) 

! 60 

) -

286d 

94 

O.38 

France 

Stems 

203 

15 

218 

. 48 

) 

! 48 

) -

314e 

79 

0.40 

The estimates usually refer to the year 1962 or I963. 

Includes approximately $3 - for s t r ing and bags. 

Includes part of d i s t r ibu t ion cos t s . 1 

Not including del ivery. .. • 
eNot including cut t ing, which in France i s often done by the r e t a i l e r . For comparison, however, the waste 

by cut t ing has been included as if the process took place at the ripening p lant . 

o o 
ro o> 
VjJ -r=-
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63. There are probably at least 1,500 ripening enterprises in the United States of 
various sizes spread all over the country. Some of the big jobbers sub-contract 
to small ones. Jobbers usually take care of all functions from shipside to 
retailer, including inland transport (which in the United States with its great 
distances is an important cost element)1, ripening and wholesaling. Bananas are 
transported by rail over long distances and trucks are mainly used for nearby 
outlets and for deliveries to retailers after ripening. Many of the big chain 
stores handle the bananas themselves, thus fulfilling the jobbers' function by 
taking care of the fruit all the way from the ship through their own ripening 
facilities to thé store. 

64. At least two-thirds of,the bananas in the United States arrive now in 
tropically packed boxes and, as described in Chapter III, this development has 
revolutionized the handling process. The boxes are moved directiy from the ships 
onto trucks or railway cars. Each ripening room is usually so constructed as to 
take exactly one truck load, and thus when the ripening process is finished one 
complete truck load is ready for distribution. Boxes are usually not opened at 
the jobbers' premises except when in some cases the bananas are wrapped, weighed 
and priced for the account of the retailer and then put back in the boxes for 
deliveries. 

65. Almost all of the importers, except the United Fruit Company, co-operate in 
promotional activities through the National Banana Association which finances its 
activities by a fee of half a cent per imported stem. The United Fruit Company 
labels its bananas with its own trademark and does its own advertising, Î 

(b) Federal Republic of Germany 

66. There are no quantitative restrictions on imports of bananas, into "Une 
Federal Republic of Germany, Importers have freedom as to the choice of the 
sources of their supply and the quantities, subject cnly to the exigencies of 
supply. Until the implementation of the first stage of the common EEC tariff, all 
banana imports had duty-free access. Since 1 January 1962, however, a 6 per cent 
duty, which will gradually increase to 20 per cent by 1966, has been imposed on 
imports of bananas in excess of the duty-free quota amounting to 443,000 tons in 
1963. This, however, excludes imports from the associated States and territories 
of the EEC which have duty-free entry.. In 1963, of the total 475,000 tons 
of imports only 26,000 tons were subject to duty. A general tur&over' tax of 
2^ per cent is levied on all imports. 

In the example included in Table 7 it is assumed that the bananas are 
transported by rail from New York to Columbia, Ohio, and delivered by truck from 
the railway station to a local ripening plant. Differences in inland; trans
portation costs are not always directly reflected in retail prices; at the same 
time one can find higher retail prices near the port of unloading than far inland 
due to competitive retailing practices, assuming other factors equal. 

i ! 

i 
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67. The chief suppliers to the German market are the Latin American countries 
which in 1963 accounted for 96 per cent of the total imports. About 3 per 
cent of the imports were from the Canary Islands. 

68. Roughly 96 per cent of the banana imports are conducted by four groups of 
firms which are listed below together with their sources of supply: 

1. Union Handels und Sehiffahrts Colombia, Guatemala, Dominican 
G.M.B.H. and Company. K.G. Bremen Republic and Honduras 

2. Hamburger Bananen - Impcrtgruppe Ecuador 

5- Hamburger Importgruppe von 1958 Ecuador 

4. Kolumbien-Bananen-Impor-tf irmen 

J.H. Lutten & Sohn, Hamburg und . ... lt,fĉ,.... .„.,. 
Internationale Frucht-Importgesell-
schaft Weichert & Co. Hamburg . Colombia 

In addition to the sources of imports as indicated above, all these groups also 
participate in imports from the Congo (Lcopoldville), Cameroon and the Ivory 
Coast. All groups have their own ocean transport arrangements; the first 
three listed above partly or wholly own ships, the fourth depends on 
chartered ships. Banana boats, usually carrying 1,500-2,^00 tons, unload at 
the ports of Hamburg or Bremen. 

69. Besides the importing groups mentioned above, there are wholesale firms 
with ripening facilities which import from time to time a certain amount by rail 
and truck from Antwerp, bought from importers in Belgium and in the Netherlands. 
About 10 per cent of banana imports into the Federal Republic of Germany are re
exported.by rail, mostly to Austria, Scandinavia and Switzerland. Straight 
transit trade amounts to about 25,000 tons per year but is not included in the 
German import figures. 

70. Sales of green bananas from importers to the ripening enterprises take 
place at prices based on supply and demand and vary from shipload to shipload. 
There are about 350 ripening plants in the Federal Republic of Germany; many 
importing firms are associated with the ripening business. Transportation costs 
from harbour to ripening plant vary, of course, and are a main cost element for 
plants far away from the ports.* After the ripening process, the stems are cut 
and the hands are usually packed in cases containing 12^ kgs. Th^ sales 

Imports of bananas mostly supplied by the United Fruit Company. 

2 
In the example included -in Table 7 the ripening plant is assumed to be 

located in Frankfurt-am-Main. 
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prices of the ripening enterprises vary not only according to the general demand 
and supply situation, but also according to competition from other fruits, and to 
a certain extent depend on the buyers. The lowest prices are usually obtained by 
the supermarkets and wholesalers who buy in big quantities. The retail price 
in the Federal Republic of Germany also shows great variations-. 

71. The importers usually undertake common promotion activities which are financed 
by a fee of DM 1.50 per imported ton of bananas. It is felt among the importers 
that due to an overwhelming predominance of Gros Michel bananas over many years a 
strong consumer preference has been established and, consequently, it will be 
difficult to market the small and more sensitive Cavendish variety grown in the 
French overseas departments and in States associated with the franc zone. 

(c) United Kingdom 

72. The United Kingdom imposes a duty on bananas not coming from the Commonwealth, 
amounting to £7-.10.0 per long ton or about 14 per cent ad valorem at average 1965 
c.i.f. unit value. Bananas subject to Commonwealth preference are allowed in 
duty free. In addition to the tariff preference Commonwealth bananas are also 
protected against competition from generally cheaper latin American bananas , by 
a limit on imports of bananas exceeding a quota of 4,000 tons per year, or only 
about 1 per.cent of total imports. The effect of these measures has been that 
Commonwealth suppliers have had virtually a secure market for all they could supply 
to the United Kingdom and in I963 they accounted for 90 per cent^ of total imports. 
Imports from the Canary Islands, amounting to 16,800 tons, were maintained due 
to low ocean freight caused by the short distance, which can be covered without 
refrigeration. 

73- The three major banana importing companies in the United Kingdom, which 
together in 1963 accounted for 90 per cent of total imports, are Elders and Fyffes 
Ltd. , Geest Industries Ltd. and Jamaica Producers' Marketing Co., Ltd. 
Elders and Fyffes and the Jamaica Producers' Marketing Co. have each a shipping 
contract and a marketing contract with the Jamaica Banana Board which controls all 
buying and selling of bananas for export from Jamaica. The terms of the shipping 
contract vary with the selling price of bananas in the United Kingdom. The bananas 
remain the property of. the jBanana Board until they are sold to wholesalers, which 
means that the importing companies act as agents on a commission basis only. The 
estimated f.o.b. and cii.f. prices in Table 6 have therefore been obtained by mere 
deductions. 

All banana growing countries in Latin America, with the exception of Brazil. 

2 
Including bananas from West Cameroon which, as already mentioned, lost 

Commonwealth preferential treatment for its produce as of 1 October 1963. In the 
example in Table 6 it is assumed that full duty has been imposed on imports from 
Cameroon with the result that a rather low net price is returned to the exporters as 
a residual. 

A subsidiary of the United Fruit Company. 
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74. As part of the marketing agreement, Elders and Fyffes Ltd., are entitled to 
distribute and market 77i> per cent and the Jamaica Producers' Marketing Co. 
22^ per cent by weight of all the bananas imported into the United Kingdom by the 
two companies (in practice mainly Jamaica and Cameroons bananas). 

75. The price at which Jamaica bananas are sold by the two companies to 
wholesalers is known as the "greenboat" price and includes deliveries to 
wholesalers or to railway stations nearest to wholesalers' premises. The 
price is therefore the same irrespective of where in the country the wholesaler 
is located. The "greenboat" price is reviewed every week by representatives of 
the two marketing companies and the Jamaica Banana Board. If a change in price 
is deemed necessary, the price is moved up or down generally in steps of 
£2.10s. or £5 or £10 per ton, depending on the state of the market. Thus, 
although the greenboat price does not take into account the small day to day 
fluctuations in the market conditions at the wholesale level, it does move with 
the general trends in the supply of and demand for bananas. In practice the 
Jamaica greenboat price also determines the price at which Cameroons and Windward 
Islands bananas are sold, despite the fact that the latter are marketed by a 
different company. Even the buying price in the Canary Islands for bananas 
imported into the United Kingdom is tied to this price. The Jamaica greenboat. 
price therefore serves in a way as the "price leader", but it can in the long 
run only maintain this position if it fellows the general trend of market 
conditions. 

76. In contrast to the position in Jamaica, bananas grown in the Windward Islands 
are sold by the growers' co-operatives direct to the marketing company of Geest 
Industries at the port of loading. ufter that the bananas become the property.of 
Geest Industries which transports them to the United Kingdom on their own ships 
and distributes them through their own ripening and sales organization. The 
price at which Geest Industries sell bananas in the United Kingdom is, however, 
generally the same as the Jamaica greenboat price plus a small premium for 
quality. The price paid to the Windwards' Association for their bananas is 
also linked with the United Kingdom greenboat price by an agreed formula. 

77- There are three sets of producers in the Cameroons, namely the small 
producers' co-operatives, the Elders and Fyffes plantations and the Cameroons 
Development Corporation plantations. all bananas exported from West Cameroon 
are shipped by Elders and Fyffes. • The greater part of the bananas exported are 
sold in the United Kingdom at the prevailing greenboat price through the Elders 
and Fyffes distribution organization (the adjustment of total sales 77è/22j per cent 
with the Jamaica Producers' Marketing Company referred to above is generally made 
on Jamaica bananas). 

78. The three big importing companies have their own arrangements for ripening 
a large part of the bananas they bring in, and in addition there are probably 
400 to 500 wholesalers who buy the bananas for ripening and distribution to 
retailers. After ripening, the stems are usually cut and packed in wooden boxes 
of 28 lbs. each. Both Elders and Fyffes and Geest Industries label to a great 
extent the bananas with their trademark. There is understood to be no common 
organized promotional activities among the importing companies of the United 
Kingdom. 
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(d) France 

79- Imports of bananas into France are regulated with a view to securing the 
market for bananas produced in the overseas departments in the West Indies 
(Guadaloupe and Martinique) and the African and Malagasy States associated with 
the franc zone. Bananas from the latter have duty-free access, but are subject 
to quantitative restrictions. Two-thirds of the banana requirements are met 
from French national production of Guadaloupe and Martinique provided their supply 
is sufficient. 

80. Imports of bananas from outside the franc zone are rather limited. In 
1963 only small quotas were granted; one to the Canary Islands under the trade 
agreement between Spain and France, and the other to the Congo (Leopoldville) 
in pursuance of the Rome Treaty. In 1964, because of the situation resulting 
from hurricane damage in the West Indies the Canary Islands quota was doubled and 
an exceptional quota for a limited period of time was opened for countries in the 
dollar area. A customs duty of 20 per cent is levied on all imports from countries 
outside the franc zone or not associated with EEC. 

81. As far as bananas from the overseas departments and from the countries 
associated with the franc zone are concerned, the importing companies act as 
agents for the producers on a commission basis. The producers therefore remein the 
owners of the fruit until it is sold to the wholesalers and until then carry all 
costs and risks. Consequently there are no established f.o.b. or c.i.f. prices 
for these bananas. 

82. There are about fifty-five banana importers in France, most of them obtain 
their supplies from only one source. The four largest of them control almost 
50 per cent of the market: 

- The "Compagnie de Bananes" markets 85 per cent of fruit imported from 
Cameroon; 

- Thé "Organisation Commerciale de la Profession" imports practically all 
bananas from Ivory Coast; 

- The "Unibana" and "Société d'Importations Franco-Antillaise" are the two 
biggest importers of West Indian bananas, a trade which otherwise is 
characterized by a number of relatively small importers. 

83. In France the banana importers usually do not themselves arrange for ocean 
transport by operating their own ships but have, in most cases, long-term contracts 
with shipping lines not directly integrated in the banana trade. 

"A subsidiary of the United Fruit Company. 
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84. The French market for bananas from the franc area is organized by the 
Inter-Professional Banana Committee (CIB),"established"by governmental decree 
in 1951- The task of the Committee is to facilitate supplies of bananas for the 
French market, standardize the market, encourage banana exports, to third countries, 
study all problems relating to banana production and marketing. 

85. Under an agreement between members of the CIB, fruit from the West Indies 
is unloaded at Dieppe and Rouen, and since 1961 at Nantes, which was previously 
reserved for imports from Guinea. Imports from Cameroon are unloaded at Le Havre 
and those from the Ivory Coast at Marseilles and, less frequently, at Bordeaux. 

86. This agreement has resulted in a kind of sharing of the French market - the 
area south of the Loire being reserved for bananas from the Ivory Coast, the north 
and east of France for those from Cameroon, with the West Indies supplying the 
rest of France and,in particular, the Paris area. As a result of increased 
production, the West Indies have gradually extended their distribution area. 
This extension of West Indies bananas to the area normally supplied with African 
bananas has not created any difficulties because of the gradual disappearance of 
Guinea's bananas from the French market. 

87. The importers are usually not directly interested in ripening enterprises 
and sell the bananas to the ripeners at varying prices depending upon supply and 
demand. There are about 1,200 ripeners in France; most of them are small family 
enterprises dealing also with other fruit and vegetables, one-third of these are 
located in the Paris area. After ripening the bananas are distributed to the 
retailers, often in stems, in which case the fruit is cut off the stalk by the 
retailers. As can be seen from Table 7, both wholesale and retail margins are 
lower in France than in other countries. Owing to the tight supply situation 
resulting from wind damage in the overseas departments, the authorities have at 
present fixed the maximum retail price of bananas at 2 francs per kg. (i.e. 
40 cents). 

At present the CIB comprises thirty-five representatives of producer 
syndicates or co-operatives, ten representatives of French importers, three 
representatives of the ripening concerns and three of the shipping companies. 
The government departments concerned are also represented. The Committee holds 
monthly meetings at which it determines and allocates the tonnage to be imported 
in the coming month. 
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VI. Possible Effects of the Removal of Trade Barriers 

88. It may reasonably be expected that the complete abolition of obstacles to 
trade will be reflected in a rising consumption and, consequently, in a growth 
of trade. 

89. Without any barriers to trade it can be expected that as incomes continue 
to rise in many non-tropical countries their levels of per capita consumption will 
gradually attain that which we find today in the United States. In addition to a 
co-relation with income levels trade in bananas would, under a system with free 
access to all markets, also be closely bound to increases in population and 
development in relative prices. 

90. The recent experience of Japan shows clearly the significance of quantitative 
restrictions as a trade barrier; the abolition of these restrictions, in 1963 had 
the immediate effect of increasing the imports of bananas from 8^,000 tons in 1962 
to 256,000 tons in 1963» Freer access to markets can also be expected to lead to 
considerable increases in some southern and eastern European countries where per 
capita consumption of bananas is low, in part due to quantitative restrictions. 
It may be noted, for instance, that the level of consumption in eastern Europe and 
the USSR is at present in the order of 0.05 kg- per caput and that an increase to, 
say, 2 kg. per caput would result in an additional demand of more than 
half a million tons. 

91. The abolition or reduction of import duties in countries where consumption 
of bananas is at present low may have the effect of stimulating it through a fall 
in price. The higher the direct price elasticity in the demand for bananas and 
the more favourable the new price, the more conspicuous will be the effect. The 
rise in consumption in Italy during recent years following a reduction in retail 
prices gives evidence of the importance of price for consumption. 

92. Similarly, an expansion in consumption could also be expected if the drop in 
import prices due to the removal of sheltered access or preferences were to 
result in a drop in consumer prices. 

It is beyond the scope of this paper to indicate in quantitative terms 
what magnitude might be involved by changes in commercial policy measures 
described in Chapter II. Such indications would, inter alia, require precise 
estimations of price elasticity and assessments of present and future develop
ments in production costs in the countries which at present enjoy sheltered 
access to markets. 
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93» It can be seen from Tables 6 and 7 that import prices are considerably 
higher in France and the United Kingdom than in the Federal Republic of Germany 
and the United States. Sheltered access secures high prices for the suppliers 
and has up to now been considered necessary for certain producing countries 
because of difficult physical conditions as, for instance, in the Windward 
Islands or the desire to maintain European wage levels as in Guadaloupe and 
Martinique. It can therefore be assumed that the abolition of sheltered access 
would bring prices down in the sheltered markets, and this might contribute to 
an increase in consumption, although the original suppliers may not benefit from 
this increase. 

94. The abolition of sheltered markets could even, in some cases, lead to a 
lasting shift in world trade and force marginal producers to undertake a thorough 
revision of their production and trade policies. In such cases international aid 
may be needed in order to facilitate the necessary adjustments. 

I 
95• Exporting countries not benefiting, from sheltered access to any market 
directly encounter difficulties due to the fact that some other exporting 
countries enjoy preferential treatment. Therefore, any expansion of existing 
preferences would be a matter of grave concern to them. 

k 



Appendix Table I - Appendice Tableau \ - Apendice Quadro L 

EXPORTS OF BANANAS - AVERAGES 1934-38. 1952-54. AND YEARS 1959 TO 1963 
EXPORTATIONS DE BANANES - MOYENNES POUR 1934-38. 1952-54 ET ANNEES 1959 11963"" 

EXPORTACIONES DE PUTANOS 2 PROMEDIOS DE. 1934-38 Y 1952-54. Y ÀffOS DE 1959 A 1963 
(thousand tons - milliers de tonnes - en ralllares, de toneladas) 

0) 

of which - dont - de los cuales: ' 

EEC Associates and French Overseas Departments 
Pays associés à la CEE et départeraants français d'nutre-mer 

Paises asociados de la Conimidad Economics Etrnoea y cieparta&ientos frarcéses ds Ultramar 

jpanish Territories in Africa and Canary Islands 

Territoires espaqnols en Afrique et Canaries 

Other Countries - Autres pays . Otros paises • . . . . . . . 
of ahich - dont - de los cuales: 

1934-38 

2470 

1175 

96 
6 

168 

349 

256 

113 
121 
64 

415 
214 
162 
39 

395 

358 
8 

151 
1 
7 
20 
15 
46 

62 

130 

205 

40 

138 

9 

1952-54 | 

2840 

1142 

375 

• 40 
138 
(337) 
46 
181 

• 25 

842 
211 
183 
443 

170 

136 
15 

353 
21 
21 
35 
67 
83 

126 

165 

170 

71 
32 

6 
18 
9 

1959 | 

3700 

1140 
213 
102 
138 
357 
37 
291 

2 

1300 
213 
194 
886 

278 

140 
99 

518 
31 
54 
59 
58 
68' 

248 

• 279 • 

• 187 • 

67 
45 
12 
15 
15 

6 
2 • 

1960 

3900 

1283 
273 
181 
189 
360 

ir 
263 

6 

1335 
242 
188 
895 

278 

138 

100 

546 
34 
73 
74 
37 
86 
1 

241 

281-

188 

55 
46 
14 
17 
18 
5 

6" 

1961 

3995 

1280 
230 
163 
157 
431 
24 
271 

4 

1298 
246 
201 
842 

281 

141 
103 

603 
28 
91 
84 
51 
88 
1 

260 

313 

230 

59 
73 

16 • 
12 
10 
9 
14 

1962 1 

3860 

1191 
292 
169 
81 
382 
9 

250 

8 

1241 
216 ' 
147 ' 
878 

• .300-

148 
112 

631 
23 

125 
76 

53 
81 
3 

269. 

310-

190 

55 
53 
16-
15 
12 • 
4 • 

• 12 

1963 

(4060) 

(1140) 
261 
120 
117 
339 

296 

1480 
206 
202 
1065 

(330) 

162 
126 

(600) 
(20) 
133 
(90) 

55 
(65) 
11 

226 

(305) 

(200) 

•53 
17 
19 

'.. 
• ÏB 

. ., 
3Centra1 American Republics - Républiques de l'Amérique centrale - Republicas de America Central. 

Sources ; Commonwealth Economie Committee, Fruit and Fruit Intelligence, national trade returns," FAO, Trade Yearbook. 
Soorces; Commonwealth Economic Committee. Fruit et Fruit Intelligence - statistiques nationales du commerce extérieur, FAO, Annuaire du commerce* 

Fûenf es : Commonwealth Economie Committee; Fruit y Fruit Intelligence;" estadisticas nadonales del comerclo exterior, FAO. Anuario de comercio.. 
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Appendix Table II - Appendice tableau H - Apendice Quadro i l 
IMPORTS OF BANANAS INTO SELECTED COUNTRIES BY ORIGIN. 1959-1963 
IMPORTATIONS DE BANANES DE CERTAINS PAYS PAR ORIGINE. 1959-1963 

IMPORTACIONES DE PLXTANOS EN DtVERSDS PAfSES CLASIFICAOAS POR SU OR I GEN. 1959-1963 
(thousand tons - en mi l l ie rs de tonnes-en mil lares de toneladas) 

FRANCE - FRANC | A 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 

Total Imports - Importations totales 
Importaciones totales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Central America3 - Amérique centrale3- America Centrar 
South America - Amérique du Sud - America del Sur . . 

of which - dont - de la cual : 
Ecuador - Equateur - Ecuador . . . . . . . . . 
Colombia - Colombie - Colombia . . . . . . . . 

Commonwealth West Indies^ - Ant i l les 'du Commonwealth'' 
Ânt i l las de la Commonwealth" . . 

Guadeloupe & Martinique - Guadalupe y Martinica . . . 
EEC Associates in Africa - Pays d'Afrique associés à 

la CEE - Paises de Africa asociados a la CEE . . . 
of which - dont - de los cuales: 

Ivory Coast - Côte d ' Ivoire - Costa de Marfi l . 
Congo (Léopoldville) 
Somalia - Somalie - Somalia 
East Cameroon - Cameroun o r ien t . - Cameron Orient. 
West Cameroon - Cameroun occid. - Camerun Occid. 
Madagascar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Spanish Terr i tor ies and Canary Islands - Terr i to ires 
espagnols et Canaries - Terr i tor ios espànoles e' 
iSiâS vânsrids • • • • • • • • • • * • • • • • • * 

Other countries - Autres pays - Otros pal ses . . . . 

341.4 352.6 366.6 397.9 362.1 

0.1 -

0.1 

4.6 

3.2 

1.3 

BELGIUM-LUXEMBURG - BELGI QUE-LUXEMBOURG 
BÉLGICA - LUXEMBURGO 

1959 I960 1961 ' 1962 i 1963 

229.5 236.2 242.0 243.0 197.3 

86.4 108.3 121.2 149.0 153.2 

34.6 6617 65.2 88.6 84.8 

0.1 4.4 4.3 5.0 3.7 

50.6 35.6 50.3 52.1 54.0 

0.1 0.4 0.5 2.7 10.5 

0.1 3.0 3.4 5.5 6.0 
25.4 5.0 : - 0.4 .1.0 

61.4 66.1 67.6 67.9 65.0 
9.4 13.7 14.0 20.2 6.7 

38.6 34.9 39.7 37.5 48.5 

24.3 22.8 26.5 30.0 27.1 
14.2 12.1 13.2 7.5 21.4 

0.1 -

12.8 17.1 13.4 9.5 8.4 

12.7 17.0 13.4 9.3 8.4 

0.1 - 0.2 -

0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.3 
0.2 0.1 0.2 0.5 1.1 

NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS 
PAfSES BAJOS 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 

57.0 59.6 68.2 70.5 71.7 
15.3 20.9 23.1 33.2 14.0 
32.1 28.4 33.4 24.8 46.4 

13.9 12.6 13.1 13.0 11.7 
18.2 15.8 20.3 11.7 34.7 

0.9 

0.1 0.2 

0.1 -

0.2 

9.6 10.3 11.7 12.4 10.2 

6ERMANY, F.Ri - ALLEMAGNE, R.F. 

ALEMANiA, R.F. 

1959 1960 1961- 1962 1963 

Total imports- Importations totales 
Importaciones totales 
Central America3 - Amérique centrale3- America Central3 

South America - Amérique du Sud - America del Sur . . . 
of which - dont - de la cual: 

Ecuador - Equateur - Ecuador . 

Colombia - Colombie -Colombia 
Commonwealth West Indies - Antilles du Commonwealth 
Antillas de la Commonwealth'1 . . . . . . . . . . . 

Guadeloupe & iMartinigue - Guadalupe y Martinica . . . 
. EEC Associates In Africa-Pays d'Afrique associés à 

la CEE - Pa (ses ; de Africa asociados a la CEE .. , . 
of which - dont - de los cuales: 

Ivory Coast - Côte d*Ivoire -Costa de Marfil . 
Congo (Léopoldville) . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Somalia - Somalie - Somalia . . . . . . . . . . 
East Cameroon - Cameroun orient.- Camerdn Orient. 
West Cameroon - Cameroun occid.- Camèrun Occid. 
Madagascar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Spanish Territories and Canary Islands - Territoires 
espagnols et Canaries - Territorios espaTibles e 
is tas uanarias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Other countries - Autres pays - Otros paises .... 

430.2 452.3 472.9 467.0 475.3 
. 65.4 88:9 89.8 109.7 99.8 
355.6 353.4 372.9. 332.7 355.0 

216.3 203.8 -208.4. 200.2 214.0 
136.0 149.5 164.5 132.5 141.0 

0.1 0 . 1 _ 0.1 -

2.9 0.8 0.8 5.3 -6.3 

3.5 3.6 
1.4 0.8 0.8 1.4 0.9 

ITALY - ITALIE - ITALIA 
UNITED KINGDOM-ROYAUME-UNI 

REINO UNIDO 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 

61.9 86.9 102.8 134.8 161.0 

.1.0 1.0 -

339.3 350.0 370.5 373.5 365.0 
3.3 3.6 4.2 3.7 0;5 
6.9 4.8 5.4 4.8 2.9 

1.6 5.8 10.8 3.7 
230.4 233,4 244,3 261.0 277.8 

3.1 -

1.5 0.4 l.Ê 

55.1 78.6 84.2 95.5 129.2 

8.1 0.5 8.3 18.1 40.5 

46.9 78.0 75.9 76.3 88.7 

57.9C 71.4° 79.7 76.1 64.8 

5.8 8.8 9.3 19.2 14.C 
0.5 0.3 - - 0.2 

3.3 1.0 3.7 13.3 12.7 
0.9 6.3 9.1 15.2 15.4 

57.9° 71.4e 79.7 76.1 64.8 

38.7 27.5 31.5 26.1 16.8 
2.1 6.2 5.4 1.7 .2 .2 

Total Imports - Importations totales 
Importaciones totales . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 
Central America3 - Amérique centrale3- America Central3 

South America - Amérique du Sud - America del Sur . . 
of which - dont - de la cual: 

Ecuador - Equateur - Ecuador .......... 
Colombia - Colombie - Colombia * * r 

Commonwealth West Indies -Antilles du Commonwealth 
antillas de la Commonwealth" ............ -

Guadeloupe i Martinique - Guadalupe y Martinica . . . 
E.EC Associates in Africa - Pays d'Afrique associés à 

la CEE - Paises de Africa asociados a la CEE ... 
of which - dont - de los cuales:. 

Ivory Coast - Côte d'Ivoire - Costa de fciarfll . 
Congo (Léopoldville) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Somalia - Somalie - Somalia . . . . . . . . . . 
East Cameroon - Cameroun orient.- Camerun Orient. 
West Cameroon - Cameroun occid.- Camèrun'Occid. 

Madagascar 
Spanish Territories and Canary lslands-&rrft.espagnols 

et Canaries - Territories espànoles e Isl.as Cànarias 

Other countries - Autres pays - Otros pafses .... 

AUSTRIA-AUTRICHE-AUSTRIA 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 

25.3 28.1 28.1 30:8 33.3 
1.1 2.5 4.8 1K2 15.2 

20.6 24.0 21.1 18.1 '17.9 

18.4 21.6 18.9 16.8 16.1 
2.2 2.4 2.2 1.3 1.7 

3.4 1.5 2.0 1.1 0.2 

3.4 1.5 2.0 1 J - 0.1 

0.1 

- ' . - . . . . - 0.2 -
0.2 0.1 0.2 0.2 -

DENMARK - DANEMARK - OINAMARCA SWEDEN - SUEDE - SUECIA 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 

25.2 25.8 29.0- 32.4 30.1 
1.2 2.0 5.4 5.0 
1.6 6.1 6.0 5J 

0.9 3.4 4.9 5.3 
0.7 2.7 1.1 -

0.1 -

4.5 3.3 0.2 -

4.3 3.3 0.2 -

0,2 - - -

19.8 19.0. .20.6 20.5 19.3 

0.8 0.7 0.1 0.5 0.5 

38.4 38.7 41.6 44.7 43.8 
19.2 22.1 25.8 28.8 25.1 
13.3 8.4 12.8 12.9 17.6 

2.4 2.4 3.0 8.6 9.8.. 
10.9 6.0 9.8 4.3 7.8 

1.1 

1.1 2.2 2.0 

1.1 

2.1 2.£ 

2.2 2.0 -

0.9 
2.7 5.4 0.8 0.1 



MPGRTS OF BANANAS INTO SELECTED COUNTRIES BY ORIGIN. 1959-1963 (continued) Appendix Table II - Appendice Tableau II - Apindlce Quadro 1 if , ( m ) 

IMPORTATIONS DE BANANES DE CERTAINS PAYS PAR ORIGINE. 1959-1963 (suite) 

IMPORTACIONES DE PLÂTAN0S EN DIVERSOS PAÎSES CLASIFICADAS POR SU ORIGEN. 1959-1963 (contlnuaclo'n) 

1 / 

1 i 

Total imports - Importations to ta les 
Importaciones to ta les . . . . . 
Central America3 - Amérique cent ra le" - America Central" 

South America - Amérique du Sud - America del Sur . . 

of which - dont - de la cua l : 

Ecuador - Equateur - Ecuador . 
Colombia - Colombie - Colombia 

Commonwealth West Indies - An t i l l es du Commonwealth 

An t i l l as de la Commonwealth" . . . . 
Guadeloupe & Martinique - Guadalupe y Martinica . . . 

' EEC Associates in Afr ica - Pays d'Afr ique associés à 

la CEE - Paises de Afr ica asociados a la CEE . . . 
of which - dont - de los cuales: 

Ivory Coast - Côte d ' Ivo i re - Costa d e l i a r f l l * 

Congo (Léopoldvl l le) . 
Somalia - Somalie - Somalia 
East Cameroon - Cameroun o r i e n t . - Camerun Orient, 

West Cameroon - Cameroun occ id . - Camerun Occid. 
lïiaoagsscar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Spanish Ter r i to r ies and Canary Islands - Ter r i to i res 
espagnols et Canaries - Ter r i to r ios espagnoles è 

Isias uanarias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Other countries - Autres pays - Otros palses . . . . 

Total imports - Importations to ta les 
Importaciones totales 
Central America3 - Amérique centrale - America Centra 
South America - Amérique du Sud - America del Sur • 

of which - dont - de la cua l : 

Colombia - Colombie - Colombia . . 
Commonwealth West Indies - An t i l l es du Commonwealth 

An t i l l as de la Commonwealth 

Guadeloupe X Martinique - Guadalupe y Martinica . . 

EEC Associates in Afr ica - Pays d'Afr ique associés à 
1a CEE - Pàisos de Afr ica asociados a la CEE . . 
of which - dont - de los cuales: 

Ivory Crast - Côte d ' Ivo i re - Costa do Marf l l 
Congo (Léopoldvi l le) 
Somalia - Somalie - Somalia 
East Cameroon - Cameroun o r i en t . - Camerun Orieh 
West Cameroon - Cameroun occ id . - Camerun Occid. 
Madagascar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Spanish Ter r i to r ies and Canary Islands - Ter r i to i res 

espagnols et Canaries - Ter r i to r ios espaïioles è 
is tas i*anarias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Other countries - Autres pays - Otros pafses . . . 

SWITZERLAND -

1959 

35.1 

5.2 
25.7 

15.4 

10.3 

_ 

-

0.2 

-

0.2 
_ 
_ 
_ 

_ 

3.9 
0.1 

I960 

44.8 
10.5 
29.4 

19.7 

9.7 

_. 

-

0.4 

-

0.3 
_ 

0.1 
_ 

-

4.3 
0.2 

SUISSE - SUIZA 

1961 

ilA 
8.0 

34.6 

23.1 

11.5 

_ 

- • 

0.2 

- ' 

0.2 
_ 
_ 
_ 

-. 

4.6 
0.2 

1962 

53^ 

23.4 
22.8 

15.4 

7.4 

_ 

1.8 

0.1 

-

0.1 
-
_ 
_ 

-

4.9 
0.1 

1963 

53.8 
32.1 
16.0 

7.0 

9.0 

_ 

1.1 

-

-

-
_ 
_ 
_ 

-

4.6 

-

NEW ZEALAND - NOUVELLE-ZELANDE 
NUEVA ZELANDIA 

1959 

32.3 
a 

-

-
-

-

_ 

32.3 

1960 

34.5 

-

-
-

-

_ 

34.5 

1961 

30.5 

-

-
-

-

_ 

_ 

30.5 

1962 

30.2 

-

-
-

-

_ 

_ 

30.2 

1963 

28.4 

_ 

-
-

-

_ 

28.4 

FINLAND - FINLANDE • 

1959 

7.2 

-
-

-

-

_ 

-

C.4 

-

-
_ 

0.4 
-

6.6 
0.2 

1959 

153.6 

1O7.0 
46.6 

46.3 
0.3 

-

-

1960 

7.6 

-
-

-

-

_ 

-

0.5 

-

-
_ 
. 

0.5 
-

7.1 

-

1961 

11.7 

4.0 
0.1 

- ' 

0.1 

-

0.2 

-

-
_ 
_ 

0.2 
-

7.3 
0.1 

- FINLANOIA 

1962 

14.0 

6.7 
-

-

-

-

-

_ 

-
• 

• _ 

_ 

-

7.3 

-

CANADA - CANADA" 

1960 

171.7 

102.2 
69.4 

69.2 
0.2 

-

0.1 

1961 

164.2 

114.1 
50.0 

50.0 
-

-

_ 

-

0.1 

1962 

153.5 

102.6 
50.5 

50.5 
-

-

0.2 

_ 

_ 

0.2 

1963 

U.5 

4.2 
0.8 

0.7 

0.1 

-

_ 

_ 

-
_ 
_ 

_ 

6.5 

- • 

1963 

151.1 

102.6 
46.2 

46.2 

-

0.9 

1.3 

_ 

_ 

_ 

0.1 

JAPAN - JAPON-JAPON 

1959 

37.5 
-
-

-
_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

-

_ 
_ 

_ 

_ 

37.5 

1960 1961 

42.4 74.0 
1.3 3.4 

4.9 

4.9 

_ _ 

_ _ 

_ _ 

_ _ 

_ _ 

_ _ 

41.1 65.7 

1962 

82.6 
-

32.9 

32.9 

_ 

_ 

_ 

49.7 

1963 

255.6 
-

203.8 

203.4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

51.8 

UNITED STATES-ETATS-UNIS 

ESTAOOS UNI DOS 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 

1751.3 1878.3 1805,3 1565.0 1581.0 

973.3 1033.3 1093.2 
772.2 

740.7 
31.5 

_ 

_ 

•• 

845.3 712.2 

838.2 705.1 
7.1 7.1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

-

839.5 
700.3 

699.8 
0.5 

25.2 

_ 

-

808.3 
758.2 

757.7 
0.5 

1.3" 

10.6 

_ 

_ 
_ 

_ 

2.5 

Central American Republics - Républiques de l'Amérique centrale - Repùblleas do America Central. 

Jamaica, Windward Islands, Trinidad- Jamaïque, Iles ÏJindward, Trinité - Jamaica, Isias de Barlovento, Trinidad. 

May include small shipments from Nigeria.- Il est possible que de petites quantités en provenance du Nigeria scient comprises dans ce chiffre. 
Esta cifra puede inclulr pequenas cantidades procedentes de Nigeria. 

Sources.: Commonwealth Economie Ccmmittee. Fruit and Fruit Intelligence - UN, Commodity Trade Statistics, national trade returns. 

Sources: Commonwealth Economic Committee: Fruit et Fruit Intelligence - Nations Unies: Commodity Trade Statistics - statistiques nationales du commerce extérieur. 
Fuentes,; Commonwealth Economic Committee; Froit y Fruit Intelligence; Commodity Trade Statistics de las Naciones Unidas - estadi'sticas naclonales del comercio 

exterior. 
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APPENDIX TABLE 3 

Import Duties 

Specific duties are shown in dollars per ton; their 
estimated ad valorem equivalents are shown in brackets 

Importing 
country Sources of imports Import duty-

Austria 

Canada 

Denmark 

European Economic 
Community 

Belgium/Luxemburg 

Netherlands 

France 

Federal Republic 
of Germany 

Italy 

Finland 

Japan 

Norway 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United Kingdom 

United States 

Commonwealth countries 
Countries receiving MFN treatment 
All other origins 

Netherlands territories and former Belgian 
territories 

Other associated overseas territories of EEC 
All other origins 

Netherlands territories and former Belgian 
territories 

Other associated overseas territories of EEC 
All other origins 

Areas associated with the franc zone 
Associated EEC states and territories 
All other origins 

Associated EEC states and territories 
All other origins^ 

EEC associated states and territories 
including Somalia 

All other origins 

Commonwealth countries 
All other origins 

8$r 

duty free_ 

$11 ùâ/. 

$22 lY%/ 

20$ duty free 
9# 
16.5# 

duty free 

16.5# 

duty free 
11$ 
20$ 

duty free 
6# 

duty free 
28# 

$160 /$o%7 

70# 

duty free 

$19 ÂW 
$46.5 ÏM/ 
duty free _ 

$20.66 /lk%/ 

duty free 

Based on sources available to the GATT secretariat as of 1 September 1964. 
2 
At present unilaterally suspended. 
For quantities in excess of tariff-free quota (see footnote 1 page 11 ). 


